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Words and Expressions
Railway /'rerlwer/ (noun) a track with rails on which trains run
Example: The railway is still under construction.
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Platform /'pleetfo:rm/  (noun) the raised flat area next to the track at a train

station where you get on or off the train
Example: The train drew into the platform.
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Couch /kawtf/(noun) a long comfortable seat for two or more people to sit on
Example: They sat down on the wide couch.
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Delay /dr'ler/(noun) a period of time when somebody/something has to wait because

of a problem that makes something slow or late
Example: The strike has led to some delays in train services.
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Aisle/arl/ a passage between rows of seats in a church, theatre, train, etc., or
between rows of shelves in a supermarket / -an aisle seat (= in a plane or train)
Example: Coffee and tea are in the next aisle.
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Compartment /kom'pa:rtmant/(noun) one of the separate sections that a coach on
a train is divided into
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Example: He found an empty first-class compartment.
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Express train /ik spres/(noun) a fast train that does not stop at many places
Example: The express train drew into the platform.
A‘stwﬁ’ubgsl")‘)‘\ss”)‘”)uasﬁjé’ﬂ)w
Passenger/ pzesind3ar/ (noun) a person who is travelling in a car, bus, train, plane
or ship and who is not driving it or working on it/ - airline/cruise/rail/bus

passengers
Example: The boat was carrying more than 100 passengers.
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First Class/ f3:rst 'klees/(adverb) using the best and most expensive seats or
accommodation in a train, plane or ship / -to travel first class
Example: First class tickets are £47 each and second-class tickets are £35 each.

a8 yaw 6l l S L Lowlen o lad o cwldl oo b s Jaso op 5 1,5 o oo 5 solaswl s oM o )
Y
el Aigs YO a8 52 g a0 slo ads g wigy TV plaS jo G ax 0 sla ol : s
Conductor /kan'daktar/ (noun) a person whose job is to collect money from
passengers on a bus or train or check their tickets
Example: As the train pulled out the senior conductor came round.
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Intercity (Train) / intar'siti/ (adjective) travelling between cities, usually with not
many stops on the way/ -an intercity rail service
3
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Example: High speed intercity trains provide frequent services between all major
British cities.
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Board (the train) /ba:rd/ (verb) to get on a bus, plane, train etc in order to travel
somewhere
Example: Passengers were standing on the dock, waiting to board.
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Season Ticket /'si:zn tikit/ (noun) a ticket that you can use many times within a
particular period, for example on a regular train or bus journey

Example: So if you're likely to need more than 14 items in 12 months a season
ticket will save you money.
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Couchette /ku: fet/ (noun) a narrow bed on a train that folds down from the wall
Example: It is a moment before the long hours, which makes up spending a night
in a couchette.
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Baggage car /'bzegid3 ka:r/ (noun) the part of a train where boxes, bags etc are
carried
Example: They were locked in a windowless baggage car, and their excitement
soon turned to tedium.
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Departures board /dr' pa:tfo bo:rd/ (noun) a big screen at an airport or station that
shows the times at which planes or trains leave
Example: The main clock and the main departures board are in the center of the
space.
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Main line /mein lain/ (noun) an important railway that connects two cities

Example: It is difficult to imagine that this was once Britains first electric main
line.
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Exercise
1. We can't find the .................... that our train leaves from.
2. If you’re coming back today, you can buy a ............... ticket.
3. eerrereccnnienes were standing on the dock, waiting to board.

4. ieiiriiiiiniens tickets have the most expensive seats on the train.

Cultural aspect
The USA might be one of the most technologically advanced countries in the world,
but widespread public transportation is hard to find in this vast nation. Americans
love the car as a means to see the wide-open nature and get from one location to
the other independently. However, this system can be troubling for those looking to
visit the country. Travelers should expect to be traveling between the major cities
on airplanes or buses. Train networks are mostly confined to within the bounds of
the major cities.
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