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It’s not uncommon for tourists to travel by train in an English-speaking country, especially in
the UK. Trains are a great way to get around, but sometimes the associated phrases and
vocabulary can be confusing if you’re a non-native speaker. It’s important to know some key
English words to get to your destination safely. Below you learn some useful words to make your

journey stress-free.
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Conversation

Woman: What time does the next train to London leave?

Man: The train departs® every 15 minutes. The next train departs at half past 9, from platform?
8.

Woman: Is it a direct train® to London?

Man: No, you have to change trains at Birmingham?

Woman: Id like a ticket* to London, please.

Man: First® or second-class®?

Woman: What's the difference in price between the two?

Man: First class tickets are £47 each and second-class tickets are £35 each. Are you coming back

today?

Woman: Why do you need to know?

Man: Well, if you’re coming back today, you can buy a day return’ ticket, which is cheaper.
Otherwise, you need a period returns.

Woman: Okay, a day returns please.

Man: And what time are you coming back?

Woman: Why are you asking me all these questions? | just want my ticket.

Man: I’m sorry, madam, but if you want to come back at peak time, you’ll need a more
expensive ticket.

Woman: | want to come back around 5.30.

Man: Well, that’s peak time I’m afraid. You’ll either need to buy a peak-time ticket®, or you’ll
only be able to take slow trains®.

Woman: This is ridiculous. It’s so complicated! I just want a ticket... So how much is a peak
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ticket?

Man: £60. Off-peak tickets!! are £22.

Woman: That’s crazy!

Man: I’m sorry, madam, I understand it’s annoying, but I don’t make the rules.
Woman: Aren’t there any direct trains?

Man: Yes, I know. If you wait until 6.00, you can...

Woman: Just give me the ticket, please.
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Conversation Tips
1. Departure times are the times of the trains leaving the station.
Arrival times are the times of the trains coming into the station.
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2. Platform: Once you’ve collected your ticket, you will then need to look for your train’s
‘platform’. The ‘platform’ is where you board the train.
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**Entering and leaving the train S 5l g5 9 8959

We use 2 very common phrasal verbs to describe entering and leaving the train:
e get on =to enter (board the train) In everyday English, people usually say get on a
bus, plane etc rather than board
e et off =to leave
Examples:
Please get on the train immediately. It is going to leave!
This is our station. Let’s get off!
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3. Direct train: If you take 1 train to go from Bristol to Manchester, this is a direct train.

If you take 2 trains to go from Bristol to Manchester, you have a connection in
4
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Birmingham.

The train from Birmingham to Manchester is a connecting train.
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4. Train Ticket: The cost or price of a train ticket is called the train fare.

You can buy a train ticket at a ticket machine. Ticket machines are sometimes
called ticket kiosks.
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5. Afirst class ticket will have more comfort and services and it will be more expensive.
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6. A second class ticket will have minimum comfort and services and it will be cheaper.
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7. Aday train ticket: A day return is a ticket to go and come back on the same day.

If you want to go somewhere and come back, you buy a return ticket.
If you want to go somewhere but NOT come back, you buy a single ticket. This is also
called a one-way ticket.
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8. Period return ticket: A period return is a ticket to come back on another day. Period

returns are usually more expensive.
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9. Pick time ticket: Peak time is the period of time when lots of people are taking the train.
It is the busy time. It is expensive to take the train during peak times.
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10. Slow train: a slow journey characterized by lack of speed.
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11. Off-peak tickets: Off-peak time is the period of time when few people are taking the
train. It is a very quiet time. It is cheaper to take the train during off-peak times.
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12. On time, delayed, and cancelled train
If it is “on time*, it means that the train will arrive at the expected time. It is NOT late.

If a train is delayed, it means that it is late because of a problem.
A cancelled train means that it is not running.
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Exercise

1. You: Hello. | two tickets to Manchester, please, for the 5:00 PM train.
“ would buy © would like “ would sell

Clerk: First or second-class?

2. You: What's the between the two?

© difference in price
© different price

Q cheaper

Clerk: First class tickets are £47 each and second-class tickets are £35 each.

3. You: I'll take two second-class tickets. Can | buy the tickets now as well?
c c

round return ' pack

Clerk: If you like... When would you like to come back?

4. You: Is there a train that Manchester in the afternoon on Monday?
c

t"‘
P

leaves
goes to

arrives in

Clerk: Yes... there's a train from Manchester to London leaving daily at 4:00 PM... Would you
like me to book two tickets for you?

5. You: Yes, . Second-class as well.
T can be
© cando
C please do
7
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Grammar points

e Simple present
The simple present tense is used to describe habits, unchanging situations, general truths,
and fixed arrangements. The simple present tense is simple to form. Just use the base
form of the verb: (I take, you take, we take, they take) The 3rd person singular takes an -s
at the end. (he takes, she takes)

e Present continuous
The present continuous verb tense indicates that an action or condition is happening now,
frequently, and may continue into the future.
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I work in London .
S 50 L8 o 53 e

She works in London .
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Do you work in London?
Dose she work in London?
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| do not work in London .
She dose not work in London .

2. Present Continuous
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I am speaking.
I am eating chocolate?
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Am | eating chocolate?
Are you studying now?
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Why am | eating chocolate?
What are you studying now?
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I am not sleeping. (I‘m not sleeping)
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Exercise

1. Mr. Johnson ..... to the office in his car each morning .
a) Go
b) Goes
c) Come
d) Comes

2. ceeennn you ...... playing football .
a) Do - likes
b) Likes—do
c) Doing - likes
d) Do - like

3. Alexander __ for his exams at the moment.
a) study
b) studies
c) isstudying
d) studying

4. Whichmotel _ at now?
a) do they stay
b) are they staying
c) they stay
d) they are staying

5. Frank -------- to Chicago this morning.
a) is flying
b) flies
c) fly
d) flying
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